Gays versus religious zealots

Greg Callaghan, the gay Deputy Editory of The Weekend Australian Magazine, is openly hostile, slanderous and seeking to pigeonhole opponents of gay marriage.

Regardless of your faith or lack of it, if you oppose gay marriage, you are labelled as a 'religious zealot'. Does the term 'religious zealot' have a good flavour? He certainly doesn't mean it to.

What being opposed to gay marriage exactly has to do with religion isn't made clear. Why is it a religious matter? Why is it a matter of zealotry, or extremeness?

For many of us who are opposed to gay marriage, it has nothing to do with religion. The positions adopted by churches over the centuries aren't what this debate is about for us. What it is about is caring deeply about the how the position of parents in our society, what rights we accord them while they are doing the hugely difficult and important task of raising the next generation for all of us.

Church positions on marriage are often complex and can be quite confusing. They differ from church to church. Churches also differ quite markedly on the position they take to homosexuality. 

We can't fall back on a 'because the Church or Bible says so' position as sufficient to justify a stand.

This debate about marriage is too important. We need to understand what marriage essentially. Why marriage has always been between a man and a woman. Why marriage has always been with us. What the key role of marriage is.

If we don't watch out, marriage will become an 'anything goes' term. It will expand to include sharia-law marriages, polygamy, group marriages, and goodness only knows what else.

